
Happy Bithday’s in 

June: 
Jesse Whistler         June 5

th
 

Barbara Maxwell    June 12
th
 

Verlin Vernon          June 12
th
 

Joe Berger               June 25
th
 

Gerry McCloud      June 29th 
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Office Report 
The Front Line Safety Committee meeting 

will be  June 20th  at 3:15. 

All Hands Meeting will be June 13th  at 

2:45 p.m. at the PPC.  

Visitors at Public Works!! 
Visitors in the last two weeks include John 

Backfisch and Ben Hunt with Tag Truck Center, 

Pat Wisor with Elliott Equipment Co.,Joe Rice 

with L J Supply, Prince Hudson,  Mike Warren 

Jr. with Main Street Signs, Joe Scaturo with 

IMCO, Bill Yax with BARCO Municipal 

Products, Inc.,and David Woods with USDI. 

  

Works 
coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

 

In The Next Issue 
Bid Opening 

Intern Interviews 

Waste Expo Report 

Banquet Update 

And even some surprises! 

 Thanks 

Joplin report 

Interns 

And much more! 

thoughts... final 
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What’s 
In The 

And 
More! 

The Gas Division has been busy working on installing anodes on 

services that were found with low pipe to soil reads during the 

2016 survey. Lyle Mudge and Josh Welker have been working on 

the 2016 annual leak survey, while Jesse Whistler and Ryan 

Bergman worked on putting the new phone number 573-547-2500 

stickers on our pipeline markers. They have also worked on fixing 

bad spots in yards where the new gas line was installed.  David 

Woods came by on 5/25/2016 to look over the District Pressure 

Reducing Station North and the Industrial Park Reducing Station. 

These two Regulator Stations are scheduled for replacement in late 

August or early September. Staff is installing the valve on the end 

of the main on Moore Dr and will pressure test from Sycamore Rd 

to the end  

of Moore  

Dr. 

 

Pic: Josh 

& Lyle 

doing the 

annual 

leak  

survey 

From the Mailroom: Thank You PW! 
 

 

 

“On behalf of the Perry County Community Task 

Force, we would like to say thank you for 

allowing Public Works employees to help with 

the docu-drama for the Jr/Sr Conference this 

year. It truly takes a community to make a 

difference and help raise awareness on 

distracted and drunk driving. We greatly 

appreciate all the work that is put into making 

Perry County a healthy and safe community. 

Many thanks for the work you and city workers 

do!” 

Sincerely,  

PCCTP staff 

 

 

“Thank you again for all the support for the 

Home Brew Block party! It was a great success! 

I was especially impressed with the Perryville 

Public Works Department. It was a huge help to 

have all the trash cans, road blocks & picnic 

tables put into place early and picked up so 

quickly on Monday. Please tell them how 

thankful I am for all that they do. Have a great 

day!” 

Sincerely, 

Carisa Stark, Mary Janes Burgers and Brew 

 

When a citizen has an emergency, they call fire or police. 

 

When fire or police have an emergency, they call public 

works! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just in case those smart people are 

wrong about Winter….prepare! 

Emergency Planning 
A couple of weeks ago, Angie Fields made a presentation to the 

EMAC regarding Public Works as first responders. She discussed 

the things that have to happen BEFORE ambulance, fire, etc can 

get to the scene and how we are preparing for such an 

occurrence. 

Then last week, we attended the Joplin Proud event 

commemorating the 5 year anniversary of the F-5 tornado that 

devastated their town. As part of the event, they had a conference 

where officials from 8 other cities attended and participated in 

deep discussions regarding preparations, emergency operations 

and continued operations. It was impressive, scary and made this 

event very real to those of us who weren’t there. 

There were two documentaries presented about the tragedy. One 

was more on the factual side of the tornado and the other one was 

more on the human side. Both showed much of the devastation 

and detailed the challenges faced by responders and volunteers. 

 

We purchased “Steadfast”, more of the human side for our group 

but have since realized that ALL responders and volunteers 

should get a chance to see it. We will have a showing open to 

everyone June 13 at 2:45 at the Perry Park Center. It is only 58 

minutes in length and we will have a short discussion following. 

YOU are welcome to attend and we look forward to sharing this 

emotional and real movie. 

Customer Care Update 
From Tim Paulus 

How time flies!  June already! I hope that 

everyone had an enjoyable Memorial 

Day weekend.  The Memorial Day 

Ceremony held at the Court House was, 

once again very nice.  If you have never 

taken the opportunity to attend one, put it 

on your list…  These folks are the reason 

we are able to live the way we do.  

Always remember… Busy and Business 

as usual in Customer Service, although 

it’s not officially summer, the heating 

season is behind us and lots of our 

customers are turning off the gas until the 

chill of fall comes back around.  

Backyard pools are becoming the place to 

be, and remember schools out-extra 

caution driving-You never know where a 

child could appear….until next time.  See 

you around town. 

Welcome Scott 

Coppaway back! 



Water and Sewer Update 
 

 

 

 

 

Water Plant >>> 

Waste Water Plant Report 

Update From the 
Building 
Department 

I hope everyone had a good long Memorial Day weekend! I certainly did! Not 

everyone was so lucky to be off for three days. Alas someone has to stay behind 

and operate the water plant. Thank you to Kim and Robert for working the 

weekend and holiday! We have been doing some painting of our own here. With 

all the talk of the interns painting the hydrants in town, I couldn't let mine be 

nasty, so we had to pretty ours up! We had to replace an air compressor at well 

4, painted our protective posts, have been mowing like crazy, changed a booster 

and rebuilt, and attended a VFD class in Granite City last week. We also pulled 

our Low Lift Pump recently for poor performance and discovered that it is badly 

corroded and needs to be replaced. We are in the process of getting quotes for 

the repair of both of the pumps. Until next time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Maintenance Department: We are still working with Cummins Mid-South on 

getting the repairs done on the generator at Sewer Plant.  We are working on Engine 5 on the 

water tank in the rear.  We took it and had the side walls sand blasted.  We are welding some 

holes and will be putting a sealer inside the tank.  We have Street Sweeper #811 at Wm Nobbe 

getting the pressure on the water pump rebuilt and replacing some valves on it.  We are also 

working on Police Car # 122 for the coolant fan not shutting off and causing the battery to go 

dead.  We had to order some relays to service it.  We are working on the new Police truck for 

the Dog Catcher #114 installing some things on it. 

Refuse Department: We picked up trash, recycling and biodegradable bags in all 

three wards. We also delivered some more carts. We worked on brush in all three wards.  We 

took the Refuse truck to the Seminary for Heritage Day and picked it up on Monday. 

 

Street Department:  We helped with brush again in all three wards.  We did 

concrete work for the Gas Department and repaired the sidewalk on South Street.  We took  

barricades, barrels, and tables to the Square for the Home Brew Block Party and picked them 

up on Monday morning.  We sprayed weeds in all 3 wards, cut curb for drainage purposes on 

Mecker Road and removed tree on Square.  We repaired pot holes by City Hall.  We took 

barricades to the Square for Veggie Vendors twice, installed Dead End sign on School Street, 

replaced Stop Sign on Trishia and Sycamore Lane and Progress and Grand Ave.    We hauled 

and sprayed the gravel on Hidden Valley Lane and Sandstone Road. We got part of the 

intersection on Charles Drive ready for concrete and several other pads.  The addition of the 

concrete trailer and tools was a big help. 

 

Storm Water:  We cleaned catch boxes in all three wards, the debris from the storm water 

grate on French Lane for the cave, and cleaned the Willow Pond grate several times..   

 

Airport: We cleaned the FBO office, mowed and sprayed the Airport grounds.   

 

 

 

Picture Right:  

We took the rest of the 

old street signs to be 

sold for scrap. Total 

with the scrap and  

sales, we earned  

almost $4000. Many 

thanks to Brenda and 

Barb for their 

 salesmanship! 

Daily lift station checks were completed, and water samples taken to the water plant for 

routine State sampling and reporting. Lift stations were checked and cleaned.  

 

Crews completed problem reports for the current billing cycle along with shut-off's. We 

installed a new pump and discharge piping at Hilltop lift station. The second pump is 

ready to be pulled and be sent to the shop for repairs or replacement. Parkview lift station 

is ready to be re-piped as soon as the pump is  

returned from the shop and the ground dries up  

enough to get the Mini between the homes to  

start digging.  Miles lift station is also ready as  

soon as it dries enough to get the Vac-Con  

through the grass right of way to pump it down  

while repairs are made. School Street lift station  

pump #2 base and impeller arrived on May 24th,  

crews will start making the change out May 26th  

or 27th. We have been changing out 2” meters  

and continue to make progress on the valve  

operations. We installed two 1 inch hydrants at  

ball field 2 & 3 and made a repair on a valve in  

the Park by the climbing rock. A new lamp hole  

assembly has been ordered for N. French Ln. for  

replacement of the old one and to reduce the 

 I&I from the broken lamp hole and piping.  

Staff is still attempting to complete the cleanup  

at sub-way, working between rains as the  

ground dries enough to get on and work up. 

  

Street Dept. 
Sinkhole projects – Planning  

Gas Dept. 
Moore Dr waiting on 2 easements 

WWTP 
Engineering study – complete in Sept 

Water Plant 
New UV – Just a couple more bugs 

Water/ Wastewater Dept. 
New Vac-Con truck bids June 14 

Water System Renovation – 
Grand Ave water complete; 2 new 

elevated tanks bid June 14 

Manhole Lining: Planning stage 

Work Order System: Up and 

running; looking into fleet maint progr 

Customer Care Center: Now 

online at 547-2500! 24 hr emerg line! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

Project Directories 

 

School is out and our interns have begun 

the summer project for the Public Works 

Department.  Our newest interns cleaned 

and painted 6 fire hydrants the first day.  

Beginning with some instruction from 

Water/Sewer Superintendent, Charlie 

McLeod and Crew Leader,  Jeremy 

Mantz, the two "prettied" up some old 

and some new fire hydrants. The water 

department began by washing the 

hydrants for the past few weeks.  Now 

the students will begin to clean off any 

peeling paint and rust, then paint each 

hydrant with a new coat of very red paint.   

Our returning intern, Megan Elder, will 

be a senior next year with plans to go to 

Renaissance Beauty Academy after high 

school.  She is the daughter of Roger 

Elder.  She enjoys being with family and 

friends, especially her younger siblings in 

her spare time.  Our newest intern is 

Jacob Cadwell.  He is the son of Jim and 

RoseRita Cadwell.  Jacob graduated from 

PHS this spring and will begin obtaining 

a degree in Cyber Security at SEMO in 

the fall.  Jacob loves to read and listen to 

music in his spare time, as well as, hang 

out with his younger brother.  In all, we 

have planned for the duo to paint nearly 

200 fire hydrants along W. St. Joseph, N. 

Main and most of Ward 2 before school 

begins in August.  If you see the pair out 

and about, be sure to welcome them to 

the Public Works team! 

 

 

Waste Water Plant Update 
It never stops raining does it? We have been unable to 

 haul any biosolids as a result but got plenty out  

before the wet late spring hit us. Hopefully it will dry 

 soon and we can get to hauling again. We have been 

 busy with some electrical work, various sample 

 analysis, maintenance,  and so many more things that 

 you would think I was  bragging! We had to take our  

Tower #1 out of service and send it for repair last 

 week. It had been leaking and getting worse so it was 

 time. Thanks to Neil and Dave for taking it all the 

 way to Aurora, IL. It was a 16 hr round trip! We 

 hope to have it back in a couple weeks.  

 

 

Natural gas is everywhere!  

Mark Brown will be attending 

the Waste Expo 360 next week. 

There, he will be checking out 

prospective new trash trucks for 

the city as well as all of the 

natural gas options and 

availabilities.  

Cleaner, cheaper, better.  

 

Natural Gas.  

The Natural Choice. 

 
 

 

Natural gas:  
The best choice! 

 

By Angie Fields, CBO 


