
Happy Birthdays In 

March: 

 

Brenda Ochs           4
th

 

 

Dave Meyr              9
th

 

 

Roger Elder          17th             
 

 

 

Joe Berger          8 years 

 

Angelia Fields     2 years 

 

 

Richard O’Leary      27th 
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Office Report 
The Front Line Safety Committee 

meeting will be February 29th at 3:15. 

The Front Line Safety video will be 

March 14
th
  at 3:15 p.m. at the PPC.  

Visitors at Public Works!! 
Visitors in the last two weeks includes Greg 

Williams, Mark Struckhoff, and Aaron 

Archer with Public Service Commission, 

Duane Mueller and Herbert Tschannen Jr. 

with Natural Gas Fueling Solutions, Prince 

Hudson, and Joe Rise with LJ Supply.  

Works 
coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

 

In The Next Issue 
Moore Drive on the horizon 

Spring is Coming 

Customer Care Center 

And even some surprises! 

 Signs 

George Washington 

Accomplishments! 

Customer Service Update 

And much more! 

thoughts... final 

A Twice Monthly Update from Perryville Public Works                                             February 26, 2016 

What’s 
In The 

And 
More! 

The past two weeks have been very busy spite the incumbent weather.  

Staff was very busy the first part of the two weeks getting all records and 

field maintenance done and in order for the Public Service Commission. 

The Commissions was here on February 16, 17, 18 2016 for the annual gas 

audit. Over all review was good with very minor problems. Our staff has 

taken action on a couple of the problems already. PSC Staff was also 

impressed with our new GIS mapping that we started especially in 

Rambling Hills Subdivision. They liked how the location of fittings and 

fitting information is on the map system.   

 I want to thank the Natural gas staff for all their hard work in keeping our 

system safe. They have done a wonderful job with the record keeping 

especially while running three big projects at one time. Upon approval we 

are gearing up for our next big project which is running gas to Moore Dr. 

 We have a couple small jobs to complete before the Moore Dr project 

which consist of cutting off gas service to 102 Church until further notice 

while the owner demos the old house and rebuilds the new multifamily 

construction.   

On and above the work staff has done getting ready for the audit they have 

also found time to help with the snow removal in the past few weeks.  

 I know this is not my department but some of my guys were involved so I 

am going to brag on all the personnel involved in the cleanup of the snow 

on February 13-14, 2016. I know all the guys normally hear is the negative 

side but I was at a place where these guys congregated after they got off 

and I heard several people congratulate them on how fast they cleaned the 

streets in town and what a good job they had done.   I was also at another 

place afterwards and heard several people bragging on the good job the 

Public Works guys did getting the streets clean.  I think these guys deserve 

a big pat on the back for a job well done. 

 

From the Director: Perryville Blessings 
Sometimes blessings come in oddly wrapped packages. Last 
weeks major fire across the street from City Hall was one of 
those blessings…wrapped inside a horrific fire and the loss of a 
100 year old building. 
But let us look at the blessings. First of all and most importantly, 
Perryville had a once in a 100 year fire one block off of our 
square and there was NO loss of life (or even significant injury) 
and there was NO fire spreading to any other structure. 
We are blessed with a fire department (some call it volunteer) 
who responded with professionalism and courage. Several other 
departments responded to assist, showing the cooperation and 
communication of our region. Definitely a blessing! 
And of course, I see the public works side of it. I witnessed a  
river of water flowing down Main St from the fire. Our tanks and 
our plant and our entire system worked to supply the necessary 
water and the flow never bobbled! Thanks to Jeremy Meyer who 
stayed up most of the night monitoring the plant. 
And there is a blessing because we see how important fire flow 
can be. Our City leaders are currently investing in upgrading our 
water system so that it can do even better. The new tank near 
the school and the associated projects with the on-going water 
projects will nearly double fire flow in some areas. And our on-
going system maintenance of fire hydrants and water valves will 
insure that when emergency crews arrive, everything works! 
And finally, our building department’s focus on life safety and fire 
safety is more important than ever. In the old days of 
construction, there was not as much thought put into the fire 
retardance of materials or techniques. Our current building 
codes set the standard for fire and life safety. 
 
There is a reason for everything! 
 
 
Picture left: Amazing pic of a 4 story fire and how our FD 
stopped it from spreading. 

 

The date has been set for this year’s Perryville Public 

Works Awards and LEGENDS induction Banquet! It 

will be Friday, Nov 4. If you are interested in joining 

our great group of sponsors and supporters, just call 

Brenda or Mark for details! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just in case those smart people are 

wrong about Winter….prepare! 

Spring Cleanup! 
Perryville’s new trash ordinance has taken effect and 
that large pile of garbage is now $150 to pick up…or 
you can wait for our Spring or Fall Cleanup and get rid 
of it for FREE! Yep, the city’s first Spring Cleaning is 
scheduled for the week of April 11-15. During that 
week, city crews will do your hauling away for you and 
you can avoid those $150 fees as well. 
Of course, with any great deal, there are exceptions. 
We cannot pick up any hazardous materials or any 
items that fit into the bulk category such as appliances 
and as always, electronics are a no-no. But all the stuff 
that you thought was so cool in the 80’s? Yep, time to 
clean out the basement for sure! And you can call our 
office for any other questions regarding what may or 
may not be included! 

Hello from Customer Service  
AND WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE 

WEATHER??? 

If you don’t like the weather just stick around it will 

change.  We all wonder why we are sick.  One day it 

is almost 80° and then a couple days later it is 32° 

and a blizzard.  We had Leadership Training on 

Friday.  We all learned something about our self and 

about others.  Cut off day was on Tuesday February 

23
rd

.  We trained a few people on how to work cut 

off’s.  Our problem reports are getting almost 

finalized.  

 
Pic below: Two of Perryville Public Works finest are also 

firefighters who helped in containing the dangerous blaze last 

week. Mike Chitwood and Jeremy Mantz 

 

Nothing beats it! 



Water and Sewer Update 
 

 

 

 

 

Water Plant >>> 

Waste Water Plant Report 

Update From the 
Building 
Department 

The UV system install is in full swing! Most of 

the piping is complete and the electrician work is 

next followed by the programmers and hopefully 

by Mid-March we should be complete. We 

installed a new power supply, had Cady in to fix 

the remaining leaks on our ground storage tank,  

installed the rebuilt regulators, calibrated our 

turbidimeters and collected DNR samples. Maybe 

next time we will be done with the UV install?  
 
 

 

New UV 

System! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Maintenance Department:  Well to start we are getting our equipment ready for 

the next round of winter weather.  We still have to put all new hoses and water pump on 

School Street Lift Station.  We have to replace the transmission in #600.  We did get truck 

#709 back from Wiethop after they worked on it and then when they started it up in the 

morning and it would miss out.  We took it back, so hopefully they will fix it correctly this 

time. We still have some repairs to do to some of the fire trucks.  We will be getting the park 

mower in the next two weeks so we can service it for the mowing season.   

 

Refuse Department: We picked up trash, recycling and biodegradable bags  in 

all three wards. We also delivered some more carts  
 

Street Department:  We helped with brush and cleaned catch boxes 

throughout the city.  We did concrete work on Smith Street for the water department 

and also did concrete work for the gas department on French Lane. We installed turn 

lanes on Star Street by the bypass.  We installed a Stop Sign on Grand and Jackson.   

We cleaned the flower boxes around the tree wells on the Square. We inspected the 

lights on the Square and found another bad base and we had to remove it.  We are 

making covers to put over the exposed wires.  We spread salt and cinders and plowed 

the city streets from the recent ice storm.  We are getting the equipment and vehicles 

ready for the next snow storm.     
 

Storm Water:  We cleaned the sinkhole grates and catch boxes 

 throughout the city.   

 

Airport: Davis Bothers plowed the Tee 

Hanger area and the Taxiways on our side.   

We called in NOTAM for the snow on the 

 runway and called and cancelled the  

NOTAM after the snow was bladed.   

 

Daily lift station checks were completed, and water samples taken to 

Jackson for special and routine State sample reporting. 

 

Crews have been busy with C.E completing the water system 

improvements. We have been flushing mains to get rid of air in the 

system and chasing down issues associated with the new water mains. 

Water cut offs are on the 23rd and will have staff busy turning services 

on and off. Material for the Dog Wood extension should be here by the 

end of February and staff will be installing that extension the first of 

March. 

Several sewer lines were cleaned and water main breaks repaired by 

the on call staff. Problem reports have been completed. We have 

started the valve and hydrant  

maintenance now that the  

weather has warmed up a bit.  

Hilltop Lift Station had a  

pump go out on the 22nd of  

February and staff will be  

pulling that pump for repair.  
This is the part of the newsletter  

where Charlie puts in a pic of Roy 

every week. Here he is working a  

valve. 

Street Dept. 
Sinkhole projects – Planning  

Gas Dept. 
Preparing for Moore Dr extension 

WWTP 
Engineering study – Nearing end 

Water Plant 
New UV – Close to finish! 

Water/ Wastewater Dept. 
Valve/hydrant maint begun! 

Water System Renovation – St. 

Joe overbuild connected - finishing 

Manhole Lining: Planning stage 

Work Order System: Selected 

vendor; scheduling install 

Customer Care Center: Furniture 

selected; interviewing part timer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

Project Directories 

 

In the past 2 1/2 years, my job as 

Building Inspector has morphed into 

something greater than the title suggests.  

I am in charge of the building 

department, including plan review, 

permit issuance, inspections, and all of 

the paperwork that goes with it.  

However, I am also the Planning and 

Zoning Administrator, Board of 

Adjustment Administrator, Floodplain 

Administrator, Customer Service 

Technician, Code Clarifier, Backflow 

Preventer Device Administrator, 

Easement Obtainer, Public Works 

liaison, as well as a few other titles.  My 

responsibilities take me in and out of the 

office regularly and I have been 

continuing my education with the I-codes 

and NEC Electrical Code.  This fall, I 

plan to get my Floodplain Administrator 

certification.   I am currently working on 

the new Work Order System for Public 

Works.  This requires the acquisition of 

information from all of our 

superintendents so that as much 

information can be included in the initial 

set up as possible.  I have contacted 

Regional Planning to get information on 

all of the fire hydrant, water valves, gas 

section valves and test stations we have 

in our system.  The new Work Order 

system will include all equipment and 

vehicles, contractors and vendor 

information and as much information on 

our system as I can find.  This will be a 

grand improvement over our current 

yellow sticky note program.  It will 

reduce the time we spend getting 

information to and from the appropriate 

people and make our reaction time 

decrease when we have problems.  

Summer is coming and my work load 

will increase daily, however, I love my 

job and wouldn't have it any other way! 

 

 

 

Waste Water Plant Update 
Wastewater is still flowing down here. For some 

strange reason people can’t quit flushing the toilet! 

Let’s bring back the Outhouse and make my job easier! 

Do I hear a second on that? We did some road repair at 

the farm, sampled local industries, fixed hose on the 

sludge truck, attended a safety class in Scott City, 

picked up our long lost pump in St. Louis and installed, 

even hauled a few loads of biosolids, and Neil trained 

the new guys at the airport on how to operate the 

Wastewater Plant. Remember the solution to pollution 

is dilution!  

 

 

 

 

Natural gas is the cleaner, more 

reliable, more affordable and 

more efficient energy alternative. 
 

 

Natural gas:  
The best choice! 

 

By Angie Fields, CBO 


