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Office Report 
 
The next Front Line Safety 
Committee meeting will be 
March  23rd at 3:15. 
 
The next  Front Line Safety 
video will be April 6th at 3:15 
p.m. at the PPC. 
 

Visitors at Public Works!! 
 
Visitors in the last two weeks 
included Jeff Doss with CMT, Barry 
Howell with Visu-Sewer, Sam 
Griese with Groebner, Joseph Beffa 
with Vandevanter  Engineering, 
BJoe Rice with L & J Municipal 
Supply, Mark Morgan with 
Industrial Sales and John Marley 
with McKinstry. 
 
 

Works 
coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

 

In The Next Issue 
Projects everywhere 
Sewer Update 
End of the Snow 
Community Forum 
Building department changes 
And even some surprises! 

The Good Samaritan 
Specific Sign Info 
Sewer Lining Update  
Snow Fighting 101..and beyond 
  

 

thoughts... final 

A Twice Monthly Update from Perryville Public Works                                             March 13, 2015 

What’s 
In The 

And 
More! 

 
The gas division is back in to full swing now that old man 
winter is gone. We will be installing several new services 
and completing projects that were held up due to weather. 
The guys have been busy with training, snow removal and 
maintenance during the cold and snowy weather. Richard 
LaRose and myself (Tim Britt) attended the NTEA Work 
Truck and Equipment Summit in Indianapolis Indiana on 
March 3rd through the 6th. The Summit had a lot of good 
information and new products to offer. I brought back 
information on CNG vehicles and tanks. Josh Welker is 
attending CERTS training this week. Jesse Whistler and 
Tim Britt will be attending a (Mango) Missouri Gas 
Operators meeting in Jefferson City with Missouri Public 
Service Commission and several other Mo gas operators. 
Mark Morgan with Industrial Sales came in on March 
12,2015 for Electro Fusion Training.        
 

The Story of a Good Samaritan 
 
Luke 10    33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he 
was: and when he saw him, he had compassion [on him] 
 
One of my favorite stories in the Bible! And in our day to day lives, every 
now and again, this just happens. Someone does something so thoughtful, 
so caring and so compassionate that people are amazed. To make it truly an 
act comparible to the Good Samaritan, you don’t hear the person bragging 
about how great they are; but someone else carries on the story. And this 
story made the rounds in the coffee houses of Perryville, with the Good 
Samaritan unknown, at least, until I heard it. 
 
The story goes that one day recently, a woman was at Ewald’s and she was 
having a hard time paying for her food. It was eleven dollars and some 
change. She didn’t have the cash and apparently, her bank cards were of no 
help either.She was getting distraught and there seemed to be no answer 
until a woman in the crowd spoke up. This woman, wearing a City of 
Perryville logo shirt, told everyone to hold up a second while she went to 
the car. She came back and handed the speechless woman a twenty dollar 
bill. “Keep the change!” said the City of Perryville employee. 
 
Terry Buchheit, the owner, has now told the story many times. I showed 
him a picture of a public works employee and he said “That’s her!” So now 
we know. And now you know what I know.  
Giving and caring is a pretty natural act for  
most of our team. From Kevin Buchheit at  
Christmas, to David Yamnitz and the girl  
Scout, and now Linda Chappius at Ewald’s.  
 
Let us continue this reputation of Perryville 
caring! It looks good on all of us. Thanks 
Linda!  
 
 

A couple notes…. 
 The snow effort was impressive this year. Our crews were 
top notch and it appears to be the lowest number of 
complaints since the City started keeping records! 
 
At the same time, we think we have stumbled upon 
something pretty great, almost by accident. We were 
informed, prior to winter, that we could not be guaranteed 
regular salt deliveries during the winter, for the first time 
ever. We decided to purchase some extra sand and cinders for 
season to augment our salt. We then experimented with some 
different salt/cinder combos until we found what would work 
best in our spreaders. The cinders were apparent, because it 
made the streets black where they were spread, and they got 
on cars quite a bit but they also made our roads BETTER 
than just salt would have done. The cinders provided better 
traction and then soaked sun faster and longer which then 
gave us better melting action. 
 
Granted, it is more anecdotal than empirical but I think you 
will be seeing more and more cinders in the future..oh and by 
the way, we saved around $10,000 by substituting cinders. 

 
 

 

From the Director:  
Business as Unusual!  
 
I have been trying to do some research on other cities 
and public works projects. It is a little early in the 
survey but I suspect that we are going to find that we 
are amongst the leaders nationally in Public Works 
Projects/Capita. Translation: There is a lot going on! 
 
We are submitting the latest survey results on the 
roll-out carts and it is once again, overwhelmingly 
positive. It is quite possible that the Board will decide 
to bring the carts to Perryville as early as this 
summer. The sewer lining project Phase 1 was just 
completed and we are putting together another project 
to address manholes and more mains next year. 
 
The tank painting at Edgemont is underway and 
going well. It should be complete before school is 
out. The new gas main project for Country Lake 
Estates and Rambling Hills should be out for bid 
soon. The water meter change-out program will 
dominate our time from this summer to the end of the 
year. A new UV system will be installed at the WTP. 
 
And signs. A very popular item, indeed. Read more 
about that on page 2 but it will be a summer/fall 
project, as well as the sale that will follow. 
 
And then there is the rest of the water study 
implementation and a new main down French Lane 
and St Joseph. The WWTP study is on-going and we 
are receiving regular updates. 
 
Did I mention that my days are pretty busy? 
 
 

 

 

Our own Gary Schneier starred in a KFVS story on the 
sign change-out program here in Perryville. He 
demonstrated that he could make a perfect looking new 
street sign in less than a minute. Pretty awesome! 



Water and Sewer Update 
 
 
 
 

Refuse, Street, Airport & Maintenance 
 

Water Plant >>> 

Waste Water Plant Report 

Update From the 
Building 
Department 

 

Hi! From the Water Plant.  We have 
rebuilt our intake sampler pump, 
installed a new circuit board on the 
flow meter, rebuilt the booster at Well 
#5, fixed a leak in the chlorine pump, 
and have done various other 
maintenance.  REMBER TO 
CONSERVE 
WATER!!!!!! 
 

 Maintenance Department: After last week snow and ice event we’re working 
on the road grader trying to get parts, so we can repair it.  We are working on 
replacing the muffler and tailpipe on truck #804. We are working on truck #600, 
due to no power.  We found the exhaust choked up on the converter.  We are getting 
bids.  We replace the fuel pump in Police Car # 114.  We are servicing other trucks and 
cars.   
The Refuse Department We have picked up the last of the toter carts and the surveys 
are very positive.  We are training 2 new personnel for the refuse routes.  It will take  
some time to learn the routes.  This is not something you learn over night.  They are 
putting a great effort into it.  The new toter cart system will help out with the repetitive 
lifting.    
The Street Department personnel is still busy cleaning streets, alleys and parking lots 
from another storm.  So far this year, we have spread approximately 300 tons of salt.  
In dollar figures it would be approximately $25,000 and many hours of labor equaling 
$17,000, and approximately $25,000 in blades, chains, hoses, broken parts, fuel oil, 
and wear and tear on the fleet.  The fleet consist of 1 large salt and cinder spreader, 3 
small pickup spreaders, snow plows, additional three pickups with plows on them, 1 
two ton truck with a snow plow on it, road grader, 2 backhoes and a bobcat.  This is the 
equipment that is used on almost every snow or ice storm.  This is why it cost so much 
to keep equipment ready.  SAFETY is our number 1 concern, but this is where a lot of 
city funds are spent in the winter months.  After a snow or ice storm, the next working 
day is spent going over the equipment, unloading the spreaders and cleaning the salt 
out of them.  If it is left in them, it becomes one big block and has to be chipped out.  
The chains have to be oiled and motors checked, and plow blades changed on most all 
of the equipment.  Whenever it warms up everything has to be washed.  It is also the 
time to check the salt stock pile and see 
how much was used from the last storm 
 and then order more salt.  The price has 
 went from $72.15 per ton last year to  
$120 a ton.  This year in closing WINTER 
WAS  EXPENSIVE!!!   
 
Airport: We cleaned FBO office.  We 
 checked  the runway lights, beacon light 
and the windsocks. 
 

Daily lift station checks were completed, and water samples taken to Jackson 
for routine state sample reporting.  Roy was broke in with the sewer 
department in fine fashion spending the better part of two days breaking a 
mortar plug out of a sewer manhole between Grand and Saint François for the 
sewer lining project. Crews worked on cleaning the Shelby Street sewer main 
for addition to the project. Staff fielded several calls related to sewer odor and 
water backing up in basement drains.   Visu-Sewer has been taking care of 
any issues. Tower crews arrived and staff started moving the sand from west 
end storage area to the tower site. Jeremy and Linda assisted Jeremy Meyer in 
draining tower #1 and opening isolation valves to assure a good water flow 
while the tower is down for service. We did a pressure check at Moto Mart.  
Their water pressure dropped from mid 50 psi to 35 psi with the tower out of 
service. Staff repaired a 4" cast main that broke at 722 N. Main. Visu-Sewer 
ran their cutter and camera from N. West Street to the Legion manhole, 
prepping for the lining project. On Saturday 3-7-15, Visu-Sewer finished the 
last main on Shelby. City crews recovered the sewer cutter that was stuck in 
the Shelby sewer main. We found a manhole 30 feet from the manhole in 
front of Joe Martin’s home that it was lodged in. Crews hauled gravel back to 
the leak site at 722 N. Main. Crews were called to Sabreliner for a water main 
leak; we repaired a 4" cast line in the parking lot. Crews hauled the rest of the 
sand to tower 1 and unloaded another truck load for the tower painting 
project. Crews ran the sewer machine through the sewer main on Hospital Dr. 
Crews assisted Perryville High School in locating a water valve and trouble 
shooting an issue with the valve. Crews assisted MoDOT with a sewer issue 
with their pump. Kevin assisted Tim Britt installing smoke detectors at P.W 
buildings.  We met with Marzuco Electric about the footings and foundation 
for the generators at the lift stations.  We are going to start Monday on this 
project.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Street Dept. 
Sinkhole projects – Going slow in winter 
Conc & Curb Repairs – All over town 
Gas Dept. 
 Rambling Hills extension – Design – 
project due to complete before Sept. 
WWTP 
Sand Filter Repairs – On hold 
Engineering study – awarded and started 
Water Plant 
New UV – in final design 
Water/ Wastewater Dept. 
Elevated tank painting – Started 
Water System Renovation – Tasks 
1-3 awarded to Hurst-Rosche engineers 
Sewer Lining: 90% complete 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

Project Directories 

 
As I look out my office window at a 
beautiful spring day, my mind begins 
to think about all of the outdoor 
improvements I want to make to my 
home.  Cleaning, planting and sprucing 
up the exterior of my house is high on 
my priority list.  Seems like others 
have the same idea.  Earlier today I 
spent a couple of hours at the local 
TGMO plant listening and learning 
about the upcoming Afforestation 
project they are planning for May 17, 
2015.  The plan includes planting 
nearly 22,000 trees at the facility.  
They are hoping to have over 2,000 
volunteers from the local community, 
state and local government, city 
officials, TG Missouri Team members 
and their families sponsor plots along 
the highway 51 corridor in front of the 
TG facility. This project will be lead by 
world renowned Japanese botanist 
and expert in plant ecology, Professor 
Miyawaki.  According to the TG 
website, Afforestation is the process of 
establishing a forest on land where 
there is no forest. An important factor 
considering the environmental issues 
we face every day.  This project is a 
great way for the Community of 
Perryville to come together to help 
beautify our town and create a green 
future for our children.  The City of 
Perryville will be sponsoring two plots 
where the city employees and their 
families can plant trees and provide 
some beauty along the highway.  This 
is a great opportunity for families, 
companies, groups to help out with a 
great cause.   
 
 

Waste Water Plant  
 
Hello from the WWTP. We survived the cold and now 
the bugs are getting a tan because they are so warm!!!  
We have been busy with extra sampling and lots of it!  
We have sent in a pump for repairs, doing electrical 
work, hauled leachate water, installed a new air 
line/solenoid and done lots of other things too tedious to 
mention.  See you next time.  
 
 

 

I have proof that there is a huge demand 
for used City of Perryville street signs. 
Lots of proof…and phone calls, and 
emails and TV cameras. So here is the 
plan: 

Over the next few months, we will be 
replacing signs, starting with missing 
signs, then aged signs and signs with 
incorrect spellings and eventually all 
street signs. At some point, probably late 
summer or early fall, we will have 
enough to justify a sales event. It will 
occur over several days and be well 
advertised. The specifics on how are still 
being worked out but just know that 
there is NO reason to call now. There is 
NO reservation list. 

Be patient, public….they are coming! 
 

Sign Update 
patience adviSed 

By Angie Fields, CBO 

 

 


