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Office Report 
 
The next Front Line Safety Committee 
meeting will be March  23rd at 3:15. 
 
The next  Front Line Safety video will be 
March 9th at 3:15 p.m. at the PPC. 
 
Many visitors to the PW office over the 
last week. It seems that water meter folks 
love to drop in!  
 
We have also hosted Mike DeRosset, Tom 
Gobin, Tim Baer, Mayor Ken Baer, Bill 
Berman (see article), and many others. 
 
Be here at 10 am Tuesday Feb 17 as we 
will have our new JCB backhoe delivered! 
 

 
Happy Birthdays: 
 

In February: 
  

Darrell Arnold    18th  
Mike Wengert     20th 
Brent Buerck       21st  
 
Happy Valentines To 
all!  
 

Works 
coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

Guess Who Stopped By? Bill Bergman 

In The Next Issue 
Remembrance: Another hero 
Water System Upgrades 
End of the Snow 
Community Forum 
Emergency Planning 
And even some surprises! 

Bill Bergman 
New Employee 
Lincoln 
Projects 
Natural Gas savings, of course 

“I can see how it might be possible for a man to look down 
upon the earth and be an atheist, but I cannot conceive how a 
man could look up into the heavens and say there is no God.”  
― Abraham Lincoln  
 

thoughts... final 
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What’s 
In The 

And 
More! 

 
The gas division has been working on Maple Grove Trailer 
Park services.  During the super cold weather, the first week 
of February they cleaned out the bay area and put together 
new shelving for the janitorial supplies.  Staff has cleaned, 
stocked their trucks, detailed City Administrator's car and 
Public Works Director's car.  They have done maintenance on 
their equipment preparing to finish services in Maple Grove 
Trailer Park.  Ryan and Josh monitored the wells around the 
Landfill and sent the readings in to DNR.  I have been 
preparing the State and Federal Reports along with the help of 
Jesse Whistler, Crew Leader.  Jesse is also showing our 
newest employee, Josh Welker where we get the information 
needed to fill out the annual reports. This will help Josh learn 
what information is collected throughout the year and the 
importance of it. Gas training has been completed for the 
month. Gas Superintendent along with other city staff 
attended the meter change out pre-proposal meeting on 2-10-
15 at 2:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers to answer any 
questions that sales representatives had about our system or 
meters. 
 

Last week, our current Mayor stopped by to introduce one of our 
former Mayors to me. We had fun talking about the “Good ole 
days”. I asked him to tell us a little…  
 
I was full time Administrator at  Perry County Nursing Home, 
when I was elected Alderman in Ward II in 1976.  I served as 
Ward II alderman until 1978.  One of the biggest decisions that the 
Board of Aldermen made while I was in office was the decision to 
hire a City Administrator.  The city was growing so rapidly, that 
we needed someone that knew how to apply for   Federal Grants.  
We hired Jim Mello in July 1976, as the first City Administrator.   
Another project while I was Alderman was the annexation of the 
property along Old St Mary’s Road and Highway 61.  We had to 
annex this property so we could supply city utilities.  A lot of the 
properties were discharging Hazardous waste on top of the ground.  
I served as alderman until 1978, when Mayor Paul Gibbar moved 
out of the city limits. He wanted the city to annex 10 ft of his 
property, so that he could remain Mayor.  At this time, the city was 
not interested in expanding this section. I served as Mayor until 
1980. I had a lot of responsibilities being Administrator of the 
Nursing Home,  so I decided not run again for Mayor.   
I was out of office until 1991, when I was asked to be intern 
alderman of Ward II, due to the death of Robert (Bob) Pirrie on 
February 6, 1991.  Mr. Pirrie’s life was tragically taken in a plane 
crash.    One of our biggest task we faced while I served on the 
board, was trying to get the Police Chief’s  
position appointed instead of elected. The 
 reason for this was that there were not enough  
qualified people running for the Chief of Police  
position.  This caused a lot of trouble.  The  
citizens thought we were taking their voting  
rights away from them.  I served as alderman  
until 2008.  I enjoyed all the people I worked  
with while I was  in office. 
 

A couple notes…. 
 
We are proud to announce the hiring of a new employee into 
the refuse department.  Mike Wengert officially started this 
week. He brings much experience and wisdom to the 
department. We will announce the hiring of the other 
position soon. We will have more on them later but for now: 
Welcome! 
 
Sausage Celebration will be Tuesday, Febuary 17 at the 
usual place and time. 
 
We are not far from setting the dates for the tank painting 
project to begin. Expect that date in the next newsletter. 
 
VisuSewer is currently in town cleaning the mains to 
prepare for the lining project to begin. The fun stuff should 
begin soon. 
 
Proposals for the meter change out program are due Feb 27. 
 
 
 

 

From the Director: Lincoln  
Lincoln was not just a great president; he may have been one of the 
greatest men that this country has yet produced. His rare 
combination of self-confidence and humility produced the 
archetype of "the American, this new man," who is still universally 
admired. Indeed, during Lincoln’s life he was ridiculed over his 
origins, (from a log-cabin); his looks (he described himself as 
“homely”); his lack of formal education (he was mostly self-
taught); and a great deal besides. Probably no President dealt with 
as much abuse as Lincoln. Yet throughout his life Lincoln rarely 
struck back at his critics. He maintained, instead, a firm confidence 
about who he was, avoiding all pretense of superiority even when 
he knew he was right. 
Yet it was exactly his lack of artfulness that helped Lincoln turn 
critics, like Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Secretary Seward 
from scoffers into supporters.  
“Executive force and vigor are rare qualities,” Seward wrote his 
wife. “The President is the best of us.” 
In 1855 Lincoln was hired to represent Cyrus McCormick who was 
claiming patent infringement against a defendant. In addition, 
McCormick retained a number of better established lawyers from 
the eastern US, including Edwin M. Stanton. As the trial 
commenced in Cincinnati, the other attorneys ignored Lincoln, 
shutting him out of the case with Stanton going so far as to call 
Lincoln “that damned long armed ape,” within his hearing. Lincoln 
swallowed his pride and watched the trial from the courtroom with 
other spectators. When McCormick later sent Lincoln a check for 
his services on the case, Lincoln returned the check explaining that 
he really hadn’t done anything to earn it.  When the client returned 
the check to Lincoln and insisted that he cash the check, Lincoln 
again swallowed his pride and cashed the check. But he never 
struck back at Stanton. In fact, in Stanton he recognized qualities 
that could be useful to him. That’s why Lincoln later picked Stanton 
to become his Secretary of War after the resignation of Simon 
Cameron. At the time of his selection Stanton was still an avowed 
critic of Lincoln. Lincoln was willing to overlook this because of 
Stanton’s superb managerial skills. As their relationship matured 
Stanton became one of Lincoln’s warmest admirers. 
Stanton was in the room when Lincoln died, just across from Ford’s 
Theatre. Stanton gave Lincoln the most fitting of all epitaphs upon 
his passing: "Now he belongs to the ages." 
 
             

 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/229.Abraham_Lincoln


Water and Sewer Update 
 
 

Refuse, Street, Airport & Maintenance 
 

Water Plant >>> 

Waste Water Plant Report 

Update From the 
Building 
Department 

 

Hi from the water plant. No need to 
keep water in the fridge this time of 
year! Its always cold! We repaired a 
broken valve on basin one, re-
plumbed  the drain piping at the 
Sereno Station, re-plumbed drain at 
51 Booster Station and we have 
done various 
routine  
maintenance. 
 
 

 Maintenance Department 
I would like to thank the Gas Department for their help installing the heater in the air 
compressor room. We are working on some Police cars.  We are waiting on parts for 
#708 trash truck.  They should be here February 12, 2015.  Randy finished fixing the 
vac-con truck.  The bolts broke off that holds the water tanks on.  We also finished the 
salt spreader, after we replaced all the hydraulic hoses. 
 
Refuse Department 
The new toter carts are going to be very helpful to the personnel that picks up trash 
every day.  Can you imagine just how much weight  is picked up in a year. Sometimes 
the same personnel have to be in this department for several years.  These carts are 
heavier and they won’t get blown over by the wind and the animals can’t get into 
them.  We picked up trash, recycling, bags, chipped and hauled brush in all wards. 
 
The Street Department  
We are still busy repairing holes from the water departments water breaks.  Hopefully 
in a few weeks we will get caught up on repairs.  We are changing out our street signs 
and it will take quite some time.   There are over 1,200 street signs throughout the 
city. The new street signs will also have the block number on them.  This will help the 
police and fire department whenever they have a call to get to the residence quicker.  
This may save a life or correct a critical situation. By this time last year we had 
already spread 350 tons of salt on the city streets.  This figures out to be 14 Beelman 
Tractor Trailers loads of salt. So far this year it is going good .  I hope that I don't 
jinks us. 
 
Airport  
We cleaned the FBO office,  
checked the runway lights, windsocks,  
beacon lights and the windsocks.   
 
Thanks to the guys working on making 
The signs…a lot of signs…a lot of work! 
Dustin, Gary, Floyd, and others. 
 

Daily lift station checks were completed and water samples were taken to 
Jackson for routine state sample reporting. We were called out to Big Spring 
Lift Station during the rain over the weekend of 1-31-2015.  Big River and 
AT&T are working to replace the drop from the lift station and hopefully this 
will take care of the issues with the false alarms during wet weather. 
 
Crews installed a short section of 8” pipe and made two taps on Trishia for 
Buddy Hellman. While preparing for the taps, we found that the end cap and 
fittings were leaking.  We repaired only to find that the pipe had also 
separated under the road. We dug that section up and made repairs.  Tim Baer 
contacted the water department about locating and verifying the depth of the 
water main on Sycamore Road.  Crews used the sewer Vac-Con and the valve 
exerciser to blow holes to locate the water lines on Sycamore for the 
widening of the road. We ran the camera through the sewer main on E. South 
at the intersection of S. Spring Street. Staff also ran the camera down the 
storm sewer at the First Presbyterian Church.  This verified that the broken 
storm sewer inside the manhole had been abandoned and was not flowing into 
the sanitary sewer. Staff tried to run the camera through the sewer main at 
1102 Lottes. The sewer main has dropped about 1.5 inches preventing the 
camera from going through. 
 
Crews were called for no water 2-2-15 on Chloe Street and Kiefner Street.  
Some work at the well had caused low pressure in the main serving this area. 
We called MRWA to help locate three leaks that are surfacing in storm and 
sanitary sewer lines. They will be here the week of  2-2 or 2-9-15 to help 
track them down for repair. 
 
We cleaned the grease trap at the Senior Citizen Center and inspected grease 
traps at five other locations. We will continue inspections on 2-09-15. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Street Dept. 
Sinkhole projects – Going slow in winter 
Conc & Curb Repairs – All over town 
Gas Dept. 
 Rambling Hills extension – Design – 
project due to complete before Sept. 
WWTP 
Sand Filter Repairs – On hold 
Engineering study – awarded and started 
Water Plant 
New UV – in final design 
Water/ Wastewater Dept. 
Elevated tank painting – postponed till 
March 15 
Water System Renovation – Tasks 
1-3 awarded to Hurst-Rosche engineers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

Project Directories 

 
In the next few months, the 
construction season will begin again.  I 
haven't seen a slowdown this winter in 
the application process for new 
projects.  Hopefully that means the 
kick off to a new construction season 
will be a swift one.  The hospital has 
begun phase 2 of the remodeling of the 
CT wing, Beef O'Brady's is well 
underway in the remodel of their new 
space, The Fixx Nail Salon should be 
within a few months of moving into 
their new building.  Overall, the City of 
Perryville is improving inside and out.  
And with spring right around the 
corner, homeowners will begin 
sprucing up their yards as well.  I am in 
the process of closing out permits 
completed in 2014 and notifying 
permit holders of the importance of 
final inspections.  April 1, 2015 
signifies the date all commercial 
kitchen establishments will be 
required to have grease traps installed 
and functioning. 
 The meeting of the new 
Emergency Action Committee went 
well last week.  We now have a game 
plan as to how we are going to 
complete the Emergency Action Plan 
of all of the city departments.  I have 
begun to prepare signage for 
Emergency Escape Routes to post at 
City Hall and all of the Public Works 
buildings.  This is a first step into 
developing a plan to escape or shelter-
in-place during and in the moments 
following a disaster.  Once the EAP is 
complete and the departments are 
notified of plan, the committee will 
begin the next phase of updating and 
modifying the city's emergency plan 
for the days following a disaster. 
 

Waste Water Plant  
Hi from your favorite out of site out of mind 
place! We had a VFD replaced at the lagoon 
pump station, repaired a broken plow on our belt 
thickener, cleaned out our bar screen, and visited 
TG for a follow up inspection.  Two of us 
attended a DNR class in Cape and we have also 
hauled leachate. 
 
 

Natural Gas vs. Electric Heat Pump 
Annual Cost Comparison 
 
 Electric Heat Pump $732.10* 
 
 Natural Gas Heating $321.14 
 
 *Assuming a Average 
temperature of 42 degrees. Any 
temperature below 34 degrees will 
require supplemental 
resistance heating resulting in much 
higher cost for electric heat. 
 
Surprising? Wish you had gas? 
 
You can! No hook-up fees! 
 

Natural Gas saviNGs 
comparisoNs 

By Angie Fields, CBO 

 


